FACTS SHEET
Motorists and Motorcyclists: Sharing the Roads Safely
General Trends*  
· 5.7 million motorcycles were reported registered in the United States in 2004. 
· 662,000 new motorcycles were purchased in 2003, an increase of 128 percent from 1995.
· There were 4,553 motorcyclist fatalities in 2005, an increase from the 4,008 fatalities and the additional 76,000 riders injured in 2004. 
· 50 percent of motorcycle crashes involved another vehicle. Vehicles turning left in front of motorcycles accounted for 40 percent of these crashes.
· The mean age of motorcycle ownership from 1990 to 2003 has increased from 33.1 years to 40.2 years. The largest percentage of ownership increase was by the 50 and over age group. 
· The largest numbers of motorcycle fatalities are in the 20- to 29-year-old age group. The largest age percentage increase in fatalities occurred in the over 59 age group.
· Helmet use was approximately 50 percent for all reported motorcycle rider fatalities in 2004. 
· The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration reports helmets are estimated to be 37 percent effective in preventing fatal injuries to motorcyclists.
· As tested by AAA and its German affiliate ADAC, a motorcycle equipped with an air bag, compared to the same make and model without an air bag system, showed positive results. Testing indicated the motorcycle equipped with an air bag significantly reduced potential injury and/or fatality a rider would sustain during a front-to-side collision with a passenger vehicle.
*Source: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

AAA’s Tips for Riders and Motorists Sharing the Roadways
Motorist Tips:
1. Be extra cautious on weekends, when more motorcycles are on the road.
2. Provide motorcyclists adequate room to maneuver. Motorcycles have the same right to a lane as any vehicle. Never try to share a lane with a motorcycle.
3. If a motorcycle is nearby, check your mirrors carefully before changing lanes. Motorcycles often are hidden in vehicle blind spots or unseen due to their smaller size.
4. Motorcycles can accelerate and stop quicker than a car. Road conditions such as potholes, pavement transitions and railroad crossings can pose major hazards, and motorcyclists may have to slow down or adjust their lane position suddenly. Follow at least three to four seconds behind motorcycles and allow them room to maneuver.
Motorcyclist Tips:
1. Bright and/or reflective clothing will increase your visibility to motorists.
2. Helmets should fit properly, feature solid construction and have adequate interior padding for maximum protection during a crash. Helmet liner, strap and shell material all can break down over time and with use. A helmet should be routinely checked and replaced if the interior padding or exterior shell become worn.
(more)
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            Helmet labeling:
DOT Sticker- Helmets that meet Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS) 218 must have a sticker on the outside back of the helmet with the letters “DOT.” This certifies that the helmet meets or exceeds FMVSS 218 requirements. It is important to note that some novelty helmet sellers provide DOT stickers separately for motorcyclists to place on non-complying helmets. In these cases, the DOT sticker is invalid.
Snell, ANSI Certification- These labels located inside the helmet show that it meets the standards of private, nonprofit organizations such as Snell or the American National Standards Institute. Both are good indicators that the helmet also meets or exceeds federal safety standards. The current Snell rating for motorcycle helmets is M2005.
3. Taking a rider safety course will increase your skills as a rider.
4. Protective clothing such as gloves, appropriate footwear and jackets all can reduce degree of injury during a crash.
5. Maintain your motorcycle properly: frequently check tires for wear and correct air pressure, check all lighting and replace worn foot pegs and handlebar grips.
6. Proper lighting on a motorcycle can alert motorists to your presence. Adding a set of lighted or reflective side markers can make a motorcycle more visible to motorists.
7. Approved eye protection or a helmet shield that provides maximum visibility for the conditions and amount of daylight present will increase a rider’s ability to see other motorists.
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